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Texas P01sed
for Trade Growth

ntering the new decade, Texas

traders are eager to reverse

the economic malaise of the
last 36 months. As the signs of a

fledgling turnaround begin to appear,

shippers are eager to capitalize on
recent infrastructure improvements,
implement projects that have
languished on drawing boards and
capture a significant share of a
rebounding market.

“There is a noticeable positive
trend overall and a marked increase in
key commodities such as automobiles
and containerized cargo, which is up
18 percent,” at the Port of Houston,

said James T. Edmonds, port chairman.

Gulf Winds, a local warehousing,
transportation and information
management firm, in March recorded the
largest order count in its history, according
to Todd Stewart, company vice president.

At Port San Antonio, an aerospace
and logistics intermodal hub, numbers
are up in road feeder service freight as
well as air cargo lift, said Jorge Canavati,
vice president of business development.
The Port of Beaumont saw total
tonnage increase by 26 percent from
first quarter of 2009 to the same period
this year, David C. Fisher, executive port
director, said.

“The global economy is slowly
recuperating, and companies are

starting to replenish their most
depleted inventories,” said John LaRue,
Port of Corpus Christi’s executive
director, noting they expect the port's
slight increase in general cargo to
continue for the rest of the year.

Galveston, ravaged in 2009 by
Hurricane Ike, managed to remain stable,
in part because of its cargo mix. “It took
until the first quarter of this year for our
grain, cruise and other businesses to fully
rebound, but we have been successful in
protecting our cargo interests,” said Steve
Cernak, port director. “March numbers
are running about 8 to 9 percent higher
than last year, and we're ahead of budget
for the calendar year.”
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As reported last year, the economic
doldrums have had minimal impact on the
pace of logistics infrastructure development
and service enhancements in Texas. Confident
in the inevitability of a return to trade normalcy,
and looking forward to the completion of the
Panama Canal expansion, Texas logisticians
have spun out a wide array of new physical
enticements to trade including:

— Development in Corpus Christi of the
La Quinta Trade Gateway Terminal for
container, general and heavy-lift cargoes;
integration of the Joe Fulton International
Trade Corridor into Interstate 37; and
two private projects in the permitting
stage — a Tianjin Pipe (Group) Corp.
plant adjacent to the La Quinta complex
and the Las Brisas Energy Center.

— Beaumont’s involvement in a $60 million
expansion program with rail and road
enhancements and site development,
including $16 million in new rail infrastructure
to improve velocity, capacity and efficiency for
the port’s three Class | railroads.

Gulf Winds' Strategic Houston and Dallas
Locations Offer Capacity and Savings

G ulf Winds' strategic locations in Houston
and Dallas offer shippers needed capacity
along with bottom-line savings opportunities!
The company operates more than
500,000 square feet of warehouse space
directly adjacent to the Port of Houston’s
Barbours Cut and Bayport terminals,
providing the ideal location to support high-
volume transload accounts, while minimizing
customs-exam delays. The location of these
facilities allows importers and exporters to
maximize cargo weight, reducing freight
costs and minimizing fuel-surcharge
expenses. In addition, the proximity to
the port reduces demurrage and per diem
exposure and increases equipment utilization
for the steamship lines, which results in

“WE FORESEE AN
AGGRESSIVE UPWARD
TREND, WHICH
STARTED IN THE LAST
QUARTER OF 2009.”

— Jorge Canavati,
Port San Antonio

— Houston’s Phase Il of the Bayport
Container Terminal, which is nearing
completion ahead of schedule, with
45 percent build-out by summer. The
port will introduce thrice-weekly Class
| rail service to and from Chicago.
Ongoing upgrades at Barbours Cut
Terminal have attracted new customers
and increased cargo loads. Planned
upgrades at Houston'’s terminals include
expansion of steel and project cargo
open dock areas later this year.

added equipment availability for shippers.

Gulf Winds recently expanded its service
offering to include project cargo-handling and
on-dock rail services. It now operates heavy-lift
services at Barbours Cut and Bayport. These
strategic locations enable shippers to minimize
permitting fees for out-of-gauge cargo due to
their proximity to the port.

The company also provides needed
capacity, with more than 250 trucks in
Houston and 65 trucks in Dallas ensuring local
and over-the-road cargo is delivered in a timely
manner. The Houston and Dallas operations
are supported by more than 25 acres of secure
yard space at the BNSF Railway, Union Pacific
Railroad ramps and Barbours Cut Terminal,
allowing importers to avoid costly demurrage

charges. Exporters will benefit from
the yard locations as well, due
to reduced vessel-receiving
schedules.
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— Plans at Galveston to expand the wharf
to expedite cross-dock operations. Port
partner Del Monte recently renovated
its refrigerated warehouse space, and
permits have been granted to fill in four
antiquated slips for use in roll-on, roll-
off, cruise, possible container handling
and complementary port applications.
Trackage improvements at Galveston’s
grain elevator are increasing unit-train
handling capability by 50 percent. A fully
funded channel deepening to 45 feet is
under way, and a long-term joint venture
with the Port of Houston for a shared
container facility on Pelican Island is
under discussion for 2020-2025.

— Improvements under way in San
Antonio for the 36th Street Connector
to link six major highway components
and produce a trade corridor for
the area. This will create access to
an additional 150 acres of airfield-
accessible property with a potential
creation of 4,500 jobs.

All of the companies’ tractors are permitted
and bonded to haul overweight containers,
allowing shippers to maximize cargo weight
and save on ocean freight. Gulf Winds offers an
extensive fleet of 20-foot and 40-foot tri-axle
chassis providing the necessary equipment
to support a growing number of imports and
exports that require special handling due to
increasing cargo weights.

Gulf Winds provides a technologically
advanced, exception-based container
management system, giving clients increased
visibility and the ability to establish key
performance indicators necessary for efficient
vendor management. Customers can view
current shipment activity in a real-time
environment, allowing for more accurate
decision making and improved labor
management. H

For more information on Gulf Winds’ bottom-line
savings opportunities, call 713-747-4909 or visit
their Web site at www.gwii.com.
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